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Australia’s Internet Future

nn Internet was built for usersInternet was built for users
nn New international high speed networksNew international high speed networks
nn New protocolsNew protocols
nn More innovation = New opportunitiesMore innovation = New opportunities
nn Where does Australia need to be?Where does Australia need to be?
nn What do we need to do?What do we need to do?
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The Australian Internet 
Boom
nn Business and individuals discovered the Business and individuals discovered the 

usefulness of the Internet in 1998 & 1999usefulness of the Internet in 1998 & 1999
nn Internet began as a research and education Internet began as a research and education 

network network 
uu In Australia In Australia –– AARNetAARNet
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What use is the Net?

nn Usefulness and Users have the same stem Usefulness and Users have the same stem 
uu users have driven much of usefulnessusers have driven much of usefulness

nn Interoperability of the InternetInteroperability of the Internet
nn Relevance of the Internet standards processRelevance of the Internet standards process

uu Internet Engineering Task ForceInternet Engineering Task Force
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The Net Future - Emerging

nn Now overseas research and education Now overseas research and education 
networks are showing the way to a new networks are showing the way to a new 
level of usefulnesslevel of usefulness

nn Production networks: Production networks: 
uuCANARIE, Abilene2CANARIE, Abilene2

nn Experimental networks: Experimental networks: 
uuNSF GridNSF Grid
uuGlobal Terabit Research NetworkGlobal Terabit Research Network
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What is changing?

nn Advanced Internet technologiesAdvanced Internet technologies
uuBandwidthBandwidth
uuProtocols: IPv4, IPV6Protocols: IPv4, IPV6

nn Current broadband debate Current broadband debate 
uuStarted with telecommunicationsStarted with telecommunications
uuEnthusiasm came from the Internet boomEnthusiasm came from the Internet boom

nn We need to register this message from the We need to register this message from the 
marketmarket
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Where is the action?

nn International: ISOC, IETF and ICANNInternational: ISOC, IETF and ICANN
nn New Australian networks: New Australian networks: 

uuGrangeNet GrangeNet 
uuCentieCentie
uumNetmNet
uuAARNetAARNet -- GTRNGTRN
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What will they mean for 
users?

uuVery very fastVery very fast
uuAlways onAlways on
uu Instant access to facilities and resourcesInstant access to facilities and resources
uuNew servicesNew services
uuAccess to facilities, like AC3Access to facilities, like AC3
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Australia needs to:

nn be well informed of new international be well informed of new international 
developments developments 

nn ensure effective policy settings ensure effective policy settings 
uu particularly competition policyparticularly competition policy

nn have effective user input have effective user input 
uu Public debate Public debate 
uu Policy settingPolicy setting
uu Standards processStandards process

nn take advantage of new Internet productivitytake advantage of new Internet productivity
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ISOC-AU

nn Well positioned to comment:Well positioned to comment:
uuAustralian chapter of ISOCAustralian chapter of ISOC
uu International links and informationInternational links and information
uuSound technical understandingSound technical understanding
uuUsers perspectiveUsers perspective
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Matters of principle

nn Key role of open standards Key role of open standards 
nn The openness of the Internet standards processThe openness of the Internet standards process

uu Particularly IETF Particularly IETF 

nn Benefits flowing from the open standards process Benefits flowing from the open standards process 
uu Importance of Australia being well positionedImportance of Australia being well positioned

nn Significance of embracing a user perspective for Significance of embracing a user perspective for 
development of Internet technology development of Internet technology 

nn The ISOC vision The ISOC vision -- 'The Internet is for Everyone!' 'The Internet is for Everyone!' 
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Opportunities

nn Australia must be a strong user of fast Australia must be a strong user of fast 
networksnetworks

nn Opportunities for innovationOpportunities for innovation
nn Capture the business opportunitiesCapture the business opportunities
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